
Appendix B

Consultation Document (Early Stage Input) Statement

1. Introduction

1.1 There has been significant external input guiding the initial formulation 
of the Framework for the town centre, prior to this formal public 
consultation.

1.2 As the main town centre in the Borough, and with the ambition for 
regeneration and overall aims for the town centre enshrined in the 
Dartford Core Strategy (adopted 2011), the Council has long been 
engaging with the public and outside bodies such as infrastructure 
providers and landowners. This ongoing work, and progressing the 
sustainable development of the Borough through planning functions, all 
provided a context to inform preparation of the draft Framework.

1.3 The intention to prepare a Town Centre SPD and its purpose has been 
agreed and in the public domain since 2011 (Core Strategy policy 
CS2:1n). In 2015 this was reconfirmed when the Council approved its 
Local Development Scheme programme of planning policies, featuring 
consultation on and preparation of the Town Centre SPD.

1.4 The purpose of this statement is to outline how specific activities and 
participants have influenced the Framework so far.

2. Early Stage Input 

2.1 The appointment of IBI Group to help prepare the draft Framework 
brought in independent assistance to discuss the future of the town 
centre with a wide range of parties. Workshops were conducted in 2015 
and 2016 to bring people together and to work up the future vision and 
options for the town centre.  This series of events featured public 
sector, cultural, and private sector representatives, and led to issues 
and options addressed throughout the draft SPD.

2.2 In 2016 a background technical paper, including a section detailing a 
key participation event, was released in support of Dartford’s emerging 
Development Policies Local Plan 
(http://windmz.dartford.gov.uk/media/baseline%20Study%20march%20
2016.pdf). This included the outcomes of focussed discussions by 
different interest groups. 

2.3 Participation has continued in 2017. Briefings were held on to update 
local organisations on the town centre, including at the Bluewater 
Community Forum (bringing together service providers, voluntary 
groups and other community organisations) with questions received by 
Dartford planning officers.

http://windmz.dartford.gov.uk/media/baseline%20Study%20march%202016.pdf
http://windmz.dartford.gov.uk/media/baseline%20Study%20march%202016.pdf


2.4 These events, and associated outcomes in the draft SPD are briefly 
summarised in the table below.

Who was 
involved 

Some of the key points 
addressed in draft SPD

Issues arising - 
summary

 IBI Group
 DBC Officers 
 Local politicians
 KCC 
 HCA
 May Gurney
 Meyer Bergman
 Arriva Buses
 Environment 

Agency
 Orchard Theatre
 Orchards 

Shopping Centre
 Priory Shopping 

Centre
 Prospect Place 
 Public art  - 

Francis Knight
 EDC
 Parish Councils
 Residents 

Associations
 Nearby LPAs

The SPD provides guidelines 
for redevelopment that will 
provide additional certainty for 
investors and the local 
community to bring beneficial 
regeneration forward. 
Developments will provide 
space for a greater mix of 
uses, and new residents with 
local spending power, and 
providing natural surveillance 
and vitality. New activities can 
encourage families to spend 
time in the town centre, and 
promote an appealing and safe 
evening economy.

A series of projects are set out 
in the concluding chapter of 
the SPD on a short, medium 
and longer term basis. These 
include: 
 A focus on opening up 
areas with positive heritage 
and environmental features.
 Creating legible, 
attractive pedestrian and cycle 
routes through town.
 Particular key public 
realm improvements (paving 
material, active spaces, street 
furniture) essential to 
improving environment and 
perception. 
 Role of Fastrack and 
public transport interchanges 
to be enhanced.
 New parking
         • Actions to create a 
town centre environment that 
support current initiatives 
(creative Dartford, market, 
events, wayfinding) to improve 
the vitality of the town. 

The SPD provides for a joined 
up approach to regeneration to 
tackle past piecemeal action 
and the variety of different 
interest groups throughout 
town
Overall the SPD is also drafted 
to be used to promote the 
town and to enhance 

Need to maximise what 
Dartford already has to bring 
people in e.g. Central Park, 
Orchards Theatre, local 
history, railway station etc.
Several large sites are 
available for redevelopment 
but have not yet come forward.
There are some existing 
pedestrian connectivity issues 
and opportunities.
Public realm could be 
improved in a number of 
places identified.
Barriers to movement include 
Market Street, Home Gardens 
and the railway.
Dartford could benefit from 
expanding its market, retailers, 
and new food/ drink uses and 
a cinema.
Additional leisure uses, and a 
hotel, would bring benefits.
Need to make the most of the 
history of the town, and use it 
to celebrate its future.
Parking is safe and well 
managed, but vehicular access 
problems in the area of the 
town.
Better public transport 
interchanges needed.
The river is an under-used 
asset for the town.
There are major opportunities 
for living in the town centre.



perceptions of Dartford, 
intended to work hand-in-hand 
with branding efforts.

2.5 These activities in relation to ideas for the Framework, have been 
complemented by specific activities on individual projects, for example 
public consultation on proposals for the Acacia complex. 

2.6 Throughout this, there has been a series of corporate events with a 
range of sector interests and representatives in order to communicate in 
relation to the wider responsibilities of the Council, in addition to the 
main land use, infrastructure and environmental topics that normally 
form the focus of SPDs. 

2. Public Consultation period

3.1 Now a draft document is available, there is the opportunity for all 
members of the public and organisations to provide specific comments 
on the Framework. Written comments can be made, expected to start in 
the week commencing 8 May 2017. 

3.2 This public consultation will, as a minimum, involve making the 
information available on the Council’s website and for viewing at 
Dartford Civic Centre and at libraries within the Borough; sending an 
invitation to comment to statutory bodies, local stakeholders, the 
development industry and retail interests, and those who have 
registered an interest in planning policy documents. It is also proposed 
that additional consultation events will take place, providing the 
opportunity for residents, businesses and visitors to the town centre to 
have their say on the proposals.  It is proposed to produce a summary 
document/leaflet to enable better engagement with the public.  
Consultation documentation will also include supporting technical 
papers on issues such as local transport provision and the town centre 
economy.

3.3 Following public consultation, the responses received will be fully 
considered and taken into account before finalising the SPD for 
adoption. 


